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em Whnderful Sd na 


Chester Shuler 


VISITOR to a large factory where glass was 
being manufactured noticed a workman 
moulding clay into the great pots which were 
to be used in shaping the glass. Observing 
that it was done by hand, he asked, “Why 
don’t you use a modern tool in that work?’ 

“There is no tool that can do this satifactorily,” was 
the reply. “We have tried many, but somehow it needs the 
touch of a human hand.” 

A man’s hands are a mark of power and rank. They serve 
to distinguish him from all other creatures. With his hands 
he conquers nature, cultivates the soil, tunnels mountains, 
builds skyscrapers, flies through the air, navigates the sea, 
and performs countless other feats which would be im- 
possible without them. With his hands he is able to give 
form and reality to the dreams of his soul. Yes, hands 
are a special gift from God. 

In the Lord’s work there is much that also needs the hu- 
man touch. A man lay dying, and someone, seeking to 
comfort him, suggested that angels were all around him. 
“I don’t want angels,” the sick man answered; “I want 
folks.” 

How true of many lives! They know little about angels, 
and care less, but they do know the comfort of the hu- 
man touch, and long for it. They crave human sympathy, 
love, helpfulness. God may use angels sometimes to save 
folks, but He depends a great deal upon human hands. 

In the White House, Washington, there are several per- 
sons—a select: few, chosen specially for the job—whose 
duty it is to present people to the President of the United 
States. There are few persons who have this privilege. Yet 
every Christian has the much greater privilege of introduc- 
ing his friends, acquaintances, and even his enemies, to 
the Lord Jesus. 
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Gop has given us hands so that we can use 
them helpfully, constructively, lovingly. How many times 
do we do this? The devil wants us to use those hands de- 
ceitfully, cruelly, unlovingly, and many are doing his will, 
today. 

Hands can be trained to do many wonderful things. 
The musician’s hands will interpret music. The artist’s 
hands will place his creations upon canvas. The thinker 
records his thoughts on paper by means of his hands. 
But God wants our hands well trained to do their best in 
gentle ministries and faithful service, small or great, for 
Him. Every day brings new opportunities to give some- 
one the handshake of encouragement, lift up the fallen, 
care for the dying. 

How beautiful are the hands of those who truly minister 
with them for God. Yet some day the busiest pair of hands 
will be stilled. Therefore now is the time to do what we 
can with our hands to be helpful. 

Do our hands seem clumsy, incapable of doing the right 
things at the right moment? Do they err, fumble? The 
Master, whose nail-pierced hands suffered so much for 
you and me, is eager to touch our clumsy hands and make 
them deft, loving, helpful in His cause on earth. 

“There is grace and power, in the 
trying hour, 
In the touch of His hand on mine!” 
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Al Day of Thanksgiving 


abil Prayer 


BY RALPH E. DAY 





HILE THANKSGIVING in its present 
form is a distinctively American holiday, 
it did not spring Minerva-like from the 
brain of Governor Bradford in 1621, as 
some imagine. On the contrary, we may 
trace its origin back through the ages 
and the nations to the land of the Canaanites from whom 
the Children of Israel copied many of their customs. In 
the book of Judges we read of the Canaanites: 

“And they went out into the fields, and gathered their 
vineyards, and trode the grapes, and held festival, and 
went into the house of their god, and did eat and drink.” 

This vintage or harvest celebration appeared later 
among the Hebrews, as an act of worship to Jehovah, and 
was called the Feast of Tabernacles because everyone 
lived in booths or tents during the festival in memory of 
the years when the nation had had no settled home. 

In Deuteronomy, Moses transmitted these directions 
about the holiday: 

“Thou shalt keep the feast of tabernacles seven days, 
after that thou hast gathered in from thy threshing- 
floor and from thy winepress; and thou shalt rejoice in 
thy feast, thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy 
manservant and thy maidservant, and the Levite, and the 
stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, that are with- 
in thy gates. Seven days shalt thou keep a feast unto the 
Lord thy God. . . . because the Lord thy God shalt bless 
thee in all thine increase, and in all the work of thine 
hands, and thou shalt be altogether joyful.” 

In Leviticus the command is, “When ye have gathered 
in the fruit of the land, ye shall keep a feast unto the 
Lord ... and ye shall rejoice before the Lord your God 
seven days.” 


THE HARVEST festival of ancient Greece, 
called the “Thesmophoria,” was akin to the Jewish Feast 
of Tabernacles. It was the feast of Demeter, the foundress 
of agriculture and goddess of harvests, and was celebrated 
in November by married women only. 

The Romans worshiped this harvest deity under the 
name of “Ceres.” It began with a fast. 

In England the autumnal festival was called the “Har- 
vest Home.” This festival is commenced with a special 
service in the village church. 

On Monday morning, May 27, 1578, a group on board 
the Ayde received Communion, and toward night they 
highly prayed to God, and altogether, upon bended knees, 
gave Him due humble and hearty thanks. Then the minis- 
ter gave his sermon exhorting all to be especially thankful 














rous places. 


&. God for His strange and marvelous deliverance in dan- 
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Bur THE FIRST authenic harvest was held 
by the Puritans in 1621. During the winter the little colony 
had been sorely tried. Only 55 of the 101 settlers remained 
alive. They had suffered cold, hunger, and disease, and, 
as one of them confesses, they had been terrified by the 
roar of “lions.” Wolves had stealthily pursued them. While 
the Indians had proved still more formidable. 

A religious service was the chief feature of that first 
Thanksgiving. But feasting was not forgotten, either then 
or on the days which succeeded it. Fare may have been 
scant, but hearts were thankful. “It would have been a 
strange thing to see a piece of roast beef or mutton or 
veal,” one of the colonists wrote. Yet, they could eat and 
be thankful. “Bread was so very scarce that sometimes I 
thought the very crusts of my father’s table would be sweet 
to me,” was the statement of another man, “and when I 
could have bread and water and salt boiled together, it 
was so good, who could wish for better?” A good reason for 
Thanksgiving! For, as Governor Winthrop wrote, “We are 
enjoying God and Jesus Christ, and is that not enough? I 
thank God I like it so well to be here I do not repent my 
coming—I never had more content of mind.” 

Perhaps the spirit of the festival has never been more 
happily expressed than by George Washington in his 
Thanksgiving Proclamation. of 1789: 

“Whereas it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge 
the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be 
grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His pro- 
tections and favor; and whereas both Houses of Congress 
have, by their joint Committee, requested me to recom- 
mend to the people of the United States a day of Public 
Thanksgiving and Prayer, to be observed by acknowledg- 
ing with grateful hearts the many and signal favors of 
Almighty God especially by affording them an opportunity 
peaceably to establish a form of government for their 
safety and happiness; 

“Now therefore, I do recommend and assign Thursday, 
the twenty-sixth day of November next, to be devoted by 
the people of these States to the service of that great and 
glorious Being, who is the Beneficent Author of all the 
good that was, that is, or that will be; that we may then 
all unite in rendering unto Him our sincere and humble 
thanks for His kind care and protection of the people of 
this country, previous to their becoming a nation; for the 
signal and manifold mercies, and the favorable inter- 
positions of His providence, in the course and conclusion 
of the late war; for the great degree of tranquility, union, 
and plenty, which we have since enjoyed; for the peace- 
able and rational manner in which we have been enabled 

(Continued on page 10) 
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“Because thou servest NOT the Lord thy God with JOY- 
FULNESS, and with GLADNESS OF HEART, for the 
ABUNDANCE OF ALL THINGS Therefore shalt thou 
SERVE THINE ENEMIES which the LORD SHALL SEND 
AGAINST THEE, in HUNGER, AND IN THIRST, and IN 
NAKEDNESS, and in WANT OF ALL THINGS: and he 
shall put a yoke o iron upon thy neck, until he have 
DESTROYED THEE,” Deuteronomy 28:47, 48. 

LL MY LIFE, as everyone else, I have heard 
the familiar expressions “thanks,” “thank- 
ulness,” “praise,” and “gratitude.” In the al- 
most twenty-eight years that I have been in 
the Church I have especially heard much 
“praise.” In fact, no group praises the Lord 

, as do Pentecostals. “Praise the Lord,” “Glory” 
and “Hallelujah” are, no doubt, the most used expressions 
in our worship and devotions. I have also heard many 
sermons and read many articles on the subject; have 
taught many lessons on it; and have tried to practice an 
attitude of thankfulness and praise to the Lord always 
for all things. 

However, after several years of constantly visiting the 
less fortunate—sick, shut-ins, cripples, poverty-stricken, 
hospital patients—and hearing sad stories, even of the 
wealthy-but-unhappy, I awakened to the fact that I had 
NOT been grateful ENOUGH to the Lord for all His benefits 
to me. Even though I tried very hard to live in an attitude 
of prayer since understanding what God expected of His 
saints, I, as most of you under severe testings and trials, 
found myself questioning, wondering, and even complain- 
ing some, when I should have been praising and thanking 
the Lord because He could entrust me with a trial or a 
sorrow. “Ye do err, not knowing the SCRIPTURES, nor the 
POWER OF GOD.” But at that “time of awakening,” I 
repented of my frettings and worries and prayed: “Dear 
Lord, if you will just forgive me and not let anything hap- 
pen to me for my ‘unconscious ungratefulness,’ I will nev- 
er, never worry again (yes, it is all out of place for a 
Christian to worry, for He said for us to cast all our care 
on Him, FOR He careth for us) and will be thankful 
ever afterwards,” for I was really scared when I considered 
all God’s goodness to me. I thought I had it all fixed, when 
I realized that I didn’t have to worry and shouldn’t ever 
complain about anything (even in my thought life), but 
live a life of trust and calmness, remembering in His Word 
He said, “In quietness and confidence you have your 
strength.” 

This was a new victory for me. God wonderfully blessed 
me as I practiced this attitude and I rejoiced for this 
“new” place in God. BUT recently, when I ran across the 
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RATITUDE OR GRIEF 


By MRS. G. R. WATSON 


apove mentioned scripture, “Because thou servedst not the 
Lord ... with JOYFULNESS, and... GLADNESS OF 
HEART, for the ABUNDANCE OF ALL THINGS ... shalt 
thou serve ... in HUNGER, ... THIRST, ... NAKEDNESS, 
AND IN WANT OF ALL THINGS... ,” I had another 
“awakening.” It isn’t enough to “put off” the old man 
with his deeds, but we must “PUT ON” the Lord Jesus. 
Many church members say, “I don’t do anyone any harm, 
nor break any of the Church rules, etc., etc., but I don’t 
have any joy.” Only part of the job is done when we leave 
off some things; we must also DO some things. I had done 
part of the job when I quit worrying, but there was more— 
I must SERVE THE LORD WITH A GLAD AND THANK- 
FUL HEART. I had read this scripture before but didn’t 
SEE it. Although it was written to Israel, the Church is 
even more responsible. 


AS I MEDITATED on this “new revelation,” 
other scriptures poured into my mind, in a new light! 
Even the old familiar ones had new meanings, as “Enter 
into his gates with THANKSGIVING, and into his courts 
with PRAISE: be THANKFUL to him, and BLESS his 
name.” (This is TRUE worship and God seeks it.) “BLESS- 
ED be the Lord, who DAILY loadeth us with benefits.” 
“BLESS the Lord, O my soul, and forget not ALL HIS 
BENEFITS.” “What shall I RENDER UNTO THE LORD 
for ALL HIS BENEFITS toward me?” “. . . my tongue 
shall speak of thy righteousness and of thy praise ALL 
THE DAY LONG.” “And let them sacrifice the sacrifices 
of thanksgiving, and declare his works WITH REJOIC- 
ING.” “Giving THANKS UNTO THE FATHER, which hath 
made US MEET TO BE PARTAKERS OF THE INHERI- 
TANCE OF THE SAINTS IN LIGHT.” “And let the PEACE 
of God rule in your hearts, .. . and be ye THANKFUL.” 
“In EVERY THING GIVE THANKS: for this is the will 
of God ... concerning you.” “Be careful for nothing; but 
in every thing by prayer and supplication with THANKS- 
GIVING let your requests be made known unto the Lord.” 
“But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an 
holy nation, a peculiar people; .that ye should SHEW 
FORTH THE PRAISES OF HIM who hath called you out 
of darkness into His marvellous light.” “By him (Jesus) 
therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God CON- 
TINUALLY, that is, the fruit of our lips giving THANKS 
to his name.” “SING PRAISES to the Lord .. .” “Praise 
the Lord with harp: sing unto him with the psaltery and 
an instrument of ten strings (not for entertainment, prof- 
it, or show, but in PRAISE).” “And when they began to 
sing and to PRAISE, the Lord set ambushments agains 

(Continued on page 10) 
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© The Wages of Sin Is Death 


By CLYDE C. COX 


PART II 


OUR DEATH IN THE POT 


THE POT IS BOILING; Death is riding the 
highways of life. The conquest is on between Life and 
Death. Christ may have delivered you from the law of 
death and SIN; however, the natural appointed Death rides 
on to victory. John referred to Death as the rider of a 
pale horse, and Hell following with him,” Revelation 6:8. 
He is to kill; yes, to kill. Death must ride up to each in- 
dividual and render the fatal blow. During World War II, 
more than seven millions died at the hand of the pale 
horse rider, Death. In a few moments of time, more than 
one hundred thousand died from the compact of one 
atomic bomb explosion. Death is on the war path; an in- 
crease is inevitable. Except we repent, we shall all likewise 
perish. As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up. The serpents were sent 
upon Israel because of their sins; however, an atonement 
was made by Moses. He lifted up a brazen serpent. All who 
would look upon the brazen serpent were healed of the 
serpent bite. A serpent is a true type of sin; in every soul 
he has his deadly poisonous fang embedded. Many died 
from the serpent bite, refusing to look up to the brazen 
serpent on the tree and live. Millions are dying without 
God today, refusing the Christ who died on Calvary, who 
became the Propitiation for the sins of the whole world. 

It is appointed that we must all die, but God forbid that 
we all die in our sins. During tribulation, Death will be the 
highlight of attraction. When the fifth angel sounds his 
trumpet, men will be tormented for five months. Death will 
play with men. Tormented men desiring to die will seek 
Death, and Death shall flee from them. After the five 
months, Death rides again. When the sixth angel sounds, 
lion-headed horses with tails like the heads of serpents 
will be loosed upon the earth. Out of their mouths will 
issue fire, smoke, and brimstone, and the third part of 
men will be killed. Yes, Death will reign during the trib- 
ulation. All who refuse to worship the image of the beast 
will be put to death. The tribulation-suffering saints will 
be killed for the Word of God. Fire from heaven will de- 
stroy, by death, the nations of the earth that fight in the 
battle of Gog and Magog. Many men will die when the 
waters receive the star wormwood. Men will welcome death 
from the falling mountains and rocks, crying to be hid 
from the face of God upon His throne. The red-horse rider 
will kill with the great sword of death. Millions will die of 
hunger during the great tribulation famine. Mothers will 
eat their children for food. Lamentations 4:8-10. Mothers 
did eat their sons during a great famine. Read 2 Kings 
6:24-29. “O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is 
thy victory?” Thanks be to God which giveth us the vic- 
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tory through Jesus Christ our Lord. Death will ride until 
all men see corruption in the dust of the earth. 


A SURVEY of the Labor Day week-end holi- 
day put the toll at 558 dead—432 were slain upon the 
highways by the world’s number one killer, the automobile. 
Better than one million have met death upon the high- 
ways in traffic mishaps. Five lives were ushered into eter- 
nity upon the highway while traveling at a high rate of 
speed. No longer than the heap of the wreck was cleared, 
there came another crazed driver riding at 90 miles an 
hour over the blood-soaked highway. Fear of death does 
not stop the reckless driver. Along the highways crosses 
are seen bearing the words “One Killed Here” or “Two 
Killed Here.” Those words put no fear in the heart of the 
man that is yet to die. In the same newspaper reporting 
the holiday toll, these headlines were found, “Miners End 
‘Mourning’ Holiday”—a memorial of ten days for the mine 
victims of tragedies. A few months ago in a little mining 
town, peace seemingly covered the earth as the sunshine. 
Happiness was thought to be permanent. While the men 
were working in the mines, the housewives and children 
were about their daily routine. Without warning, Death 
moved in upon the town with a grim creeping from out of 
the darkness. An explosion like a cloudburst crumbled the 
earth beneath. One hundred and eleven men were dead. 
If a prophet of the Lord had given a stern warning of the 
approaching tragedy, he would have been branded a fool 
in the minds of some. It is appointed unto men once to 
die, but there is no prediction in what manner one must 
die. 

In the early morning quietness that had settled over the 
peaceful city of Texas City, Texas, thousands were either 
going or returning from work. In the homes family gaiety 
was on display, pleasing personality being exhibited by the 
household. The day’s chores were well planned; that long- 
awaited trip out into the country or near-by city would 
soon be made. No minister of the Lord could have con- 
vinced that quiet city that death and destruction was ex- 
pected that day, that soon many would be dead and their 
next move would be to the judgment to face a righteous 
Judge. Without warning there was an. explosion and a 
burst of flames reaching heavenward, and still another 
burst of death that spread over that city of horror-filled 
inhabitants. The shuddering and panic-stricken people, 
with their cries of terror against Death, brought no let-up 
in Death’s struggle for victory. When Death like a storm 
had passed over the city, there was a ghostly fear every- 
where, with more than five hundred dead bodies through- 
out the city. There was death in the pot for that city. 
It is appointed unto men once to die. 


(Continued on page 11) 
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HEN DR. PARKS CADMAN, a noted radio 
‘/ minister of Brooklyn, lay on his deathbed, 








‘ mirers. But the message sent by a humble 
‘laboring man was the best of all. He wrote, 
_ “T haven’t got any money, but if Dr. Cadman 

a is “needs any blood, he can have all of mine.” 
That man had learned well the first lesson in Christ’s 
school the lesson of self-denial. 


SELF-DENIAL DEFINED 


Self-denial is basic to all Christian experiences. In order 
to be born again, a man must forsake sin. “Let the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: 
and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon,” 
Isaiah 55:7. “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: 
but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mer- 
cy,” Proverbs 28:13. Sanctification requires self-denial be- 
cause it is the setting apart of the individual for God. To 
receive the baptism of the Holy Ghost, self must become 
submissive to the mind of the Spirit. The deeper post- 
Pentecostal baptism experiences are granted in accord- 
ance with the degree to which the child of God succeeds 
in the denial of self. Hence, throughout the Christian walk 
the first lesson in Christ’s school must be remembered. 
Mastery of the more advanced lessons in His school will 
depend on the extent of our mastery of the first lesson. 

As we study the meaning of the word “self-denial,” we 
‘ see that it calls for the voluntary renunciation of every- 
thing inconsistent with the glory of God or the good of our 
fellow men. To deny self is to crucify self. “And they that 
are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections 
and lusts,” Galatians 5:24. Death by crucifixion was slow 
and painful. It made every nerve quiver and the whole 
frame throb with anguish. Likewise, the crucifixion of self 
is slow and painful. Every nerve of our spiritual being may 
quiver, and our whole spiritual frame may throb with 
anguish; nevertheless, self must die! 

Self-denial cannot be thought of by itself. It has a coun- 
terpart. The counterpart of self-denial is the giving of 
one’s life to God. Self-denial in the Christian way of life 
is a surrender, which, in dethroning self, enthrones Christ. 
The most effective way of withdrawing the mind from 
one object is not by turning it away upon desolate vacancy, 
but by presenting to its regard another object more al- 
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he First Lesson 


“If any man will come after me, let him deny himself.” 


Matthew 16:24b. 


luring. The most effective way of withdrawing the mind 
from self is not by turning it away upon desolate vacancy, 
but by presenting to its regard another object more al- 
luring, and that object is Jesus Christ. The best way and 
only way to deny self completely is by complete submission 
to God. When our eyes are fastened upon Christ, they lose 
sight of self. 


LIVING our lives to God necessitates the giv- 
ing of our lives to people. “Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done 
it unto me,” Matthew 25:40. “Let no man seek his own, 
but each his neighbor’s good,” A. S. V., 1 Corinthians 10:24. 
Mankind is a great brotherhood. We are brothers in body, 
in mind, and in spirit. God wants us to think and act in 
ways which will promote the welfare of the other person. 
A young man went away to college. His mother told him 
many people would advise him to look out for himself. She 
had him promise to put himself last. At school he wrote 
on a card the words “James the Third.” This he placed 
on his desk. His roommates thought he was especially 
interested in history. When the card became soiled, he 
wrote on another one, “I am the third.” Then his room- 
mates understood. He told them that was his mother’s 
motto—God, first; others, second; and self, third. 

Evangelist James McKendrick was found one time on a 
sea voyage down among the third-class passengers. He was 
just recovering from a serious operation. When asked why 
he traveled third-class, he replied, “Because there is no 
fourth-class.” He and his wife lived in the most frugal 
manner in order that they might have the more to give 
to the cause of missions. 

A patient in a hospital in India inquired of the doctor 
how long she would live. When he said, “Three months, if 
you stay in the hospital,” she wanted to know how long if 
she did not stay. The answer was, “Two or three weeks, 
and you will suffer much. ” Whereupon she said, “I am 
going home. I must tell my people about Jesus.” And she 
went and told them. 

It would be good for us to pray the prayer contained in 
the little poem “Others.” 


Lord, help me live from day to day 
In such a self-forgetful way 

That even when I kneel to pray 

My prayers shall be for OTHERS. 
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Help me in all the work I do 
To ever be sincere and true, 
And know that all I’d do for you 
Must needs be done for OTHERS. 


OTHERS, Lord, yes OTHERS— 
Let this my motto be; 
Help me to live for others 
That I may live like Thee. 


SELF-DENIAL EXEMPLIFIED 


I HAVE given some definitions of self-denial 
to make clear its nature and scope. Now I wish to cite 
some Biblical examples of self-denial with the hope of mo- 
tivating us to fuller attainment in this Christian virtue. 

The Word of God records instances of self-denial in the 
lives of many of its characters. Abraham left friends and 
his native country to go to a land unknown to him, be- 
cause God called him to do so. He was also willing to give 
up his only son, Isaac, had God demanded it. 

Moses surrendered himself to God and undertook the 
deliverance of his fellow Hebrews. He was ready to have 
his name blotted out of God’s book if only his people might 
not be destroyed. 

In the divine call to the prophets, and in their lifework, 
self-denial was prominent. The prophet had to be recep- 
tive to God’s call. He became willing to say, “Here am I, 
Lord; send me.” As the mouthpiece of God, he spoke not 
his own words, but God’s. It was, “Thus saith the Lord.” 

When the Jews returned to their homeland after the 
exile, self-denial for the sake of Israel was dominant. The 
people endured great hardships for the future of the na- 
tion and the accomplishment of God’s purposes. Nehemiah 
surrendered a high position in the court of King Artaxer- 
xes to help reestablish the returned exiles in Jerusalem. 
Good Queen Esther risked her very life in pleading for the 
safety of her people, uttering in Esther 4:16 those courag- 
eous and unselfish words, “If I perish, I perish.” 


IN the New Testament self-denial is even 
more clearly set forth. Christ’s teachings and example as 
presented in the Gospels give to self-denial special em- 
phasis. It is the first lesson in his school. It is a prime 
requisite for Christian discipleship. Peter and Andrew left 
their fishing nets to follow Jesus. James and John said 


November 22, 1952 


ool 


By ROBERT HUMBERTSON 





good-bye to their father to become disciples of Christ. 
Matthew forsook his tax booth. Christ’s followers must so 
completely surrender self that father, mother, kindred 
and one’s own life will be sacrificed, if need be, for His 
sake. 

Jesus requires self-denial. This denial of self, however, 
is not a loss of personality or individuality. It is rather a 
finding of the true self. We are not our own masters until 
we are Christ’s servants. “He that loseth his life for my 
sake shall find it,” Matthew 10:39b. Sir Walter Scott wrote, 
“There never did and never will exist anything perman- 
ently noble and excellent in the character which is a 
stranger to the exercise of resolute self-denial.” Yes, every 
step of our progress toward success is a sacrifice. We gain 
by losing, grow by dwindling, live by dying. The more we 
deny ourselves for God, the more we receive from Him. 
Whoever will deny himself according to the instructions 
of Christ, strikes at once at the root of every evil and the 
germ of every good. “He that loseth his life for my sake 
shall find it.” Oh, the truth and significance of those 
words. Are we losing our lives for Christ? Are we giving 
our all to Him? If so, we are living. If not, we have yet 
to discover real life. 

Jesus not only taught self-denial. Thank God, he prac- 
tised it. His whole life from His lowly birth in the manger 
to His infamous death on Calvary was one continuous ‘act 
of self-emptying. In His youth He subjected Himself to 
His parents. Self-denial marked His baptism and tempta- 
tion. Yes, for forty long days Jesus fasted, subordinating 
the physical to the spiritual. Self-denial is shown in 
Christ’s life of physical privation. “The foxes have holes, 
and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man 
hath not where to lay his head,” Matthew 8:20. Jesus said 
that He had not come to do His own will, but the will of 
His Father. In His agony in the garden of Gethsemane, 
He prayed, saying, “Father, if thou be willing, remove this 
cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done,” 
Luke 22:42. When on that same night He was betrayed 
by Judas into the hands of sinful men, He could have 
called twelve legions of angels to His rescue, but He did 
not. Jesus went on to the cross. He gave Himself for the 
sins of the world, spilling His blood for your salvation and 
my salvation. Suspended between heaven and earth, and 
flanked on. the right and on-the left by thieves, the Son of 


(Continued on page 10) 
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By EARL M. TAPLEY 


HE WRITER OF HEBREWS has exhorted us 
to “offer the sacrifice of praise to God con- 
tinually, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving 
thanks to his name,” Hebrews 13:15. The peo- 
* ple to whom the Psalmist wrote, and also the 
Hebrews of the New Testament era, were fa- 
miliar with the offering of sacrifices. But for 
those who had been converted to Christianity and had be- 
come believers in the Lord Jesus, the time of literal sac- 
rifices had passed, and the ritualism of the law which was 
only “a shadow of better things” had been fulfilled in 
Christ. The sacrifice of the Christian is no longer that of 
bulls and goats, but it is an inward experience of the 
heart—the presenting of ourselves as a “living sacrifice 
wholly acceptable unto God.” 

I like the words of Kipling in his great “Recessional”: 


The tumult and the shouting dies; 
The captains and the kings depart: 
Still stands Thine ancient sacrifice, 
An humble and a contrite heart. 
Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, 
Lest we forget—lest we forget! 


Let us on this Thanksgiving Day turn with thanks and 
gratitude as our sacrificial offering to God for His infinite 
mercies and unlimited blessings to us. “O give thanks unto 
the Lord; for he is good: for his mercy endureth forevcr,” 
Psalm 136:1. Let us as Christians and as recipients of His 
goodness and His mercy give “thanks always for all things 
unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ,” Ephesians 5:20. When the apostle says “all 
things,” I believe he means for us to give thanks for every- 
thing in life. 

You will remember that one of the sins of the antede- 
luvian world was ingratitude. The apostle Paul charges in 
Romans 1:21 that “when they knew God, they glorified 
him not as God, neither were thankful.” What a great 
multitude of blessings we have for which to be thankful. 
Let us count our many blessings and note a few of the 
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“all things” for which we are to give thanks, not one day 
of the year alone, but always. 


NATIONAL BLESSINGS 


WE SHOULD turn to God with thanksgiving 
for our many blessings as a nation. We live in a world 
of “isms,” doubts, and disillusionments. The fear of World 
War III with its possible horrors looms before the peoples 
of our world. Communism threatens religious and intel- 
lectual liberties everywhere. Some areas of our world, such 
as the Korean peninsula, have experienced its horrors al- 
ready, with wave after wave of Communists hordes sweep- 
ing down upon its people. We, here in America, come to 
this another Thanksgiving Day with a religious, intellec- 
tual, and personal freedom we prize. Let us not only 
cherish these freedoms, but let us look to God in thanks- 
giving for them. Let us rededicate ourselves to the sacred 
task of preserving these great values, our sacred heritage 
as a people, and let us rededicate ourselves most of all to 
God from whose bountiful hand such blessings as these 
come. Again, let us thank God for America and for all for 
which America stands. As we sing “God Bless America,” 
we owe to God and to our nation a life that is personally 
worthy of God’s blessings. 


FAMILY BLESSINGS 


LET US thank God for the blessings of our 
homes. There are many persons whose homes are unhappy. 
The family circle has been broken or disease has crippled 
its members. This has been a record year for poliomyelitis. 
Thousands of children have been stricken by this scourge 
since last Thanksgiving Day. If your home or your relatives 
have not been visited by this or a similar plague, you have 
great reason for thanksgiving. Should you be among 
those less fortunate ones in this respect, you have much 
still for deep gratitude to our heavenly Father. 

If we begin to look around us at those who are much 
less fortunate than we, we shall see the blessings that have 
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come to our homes and to our families. For these we 
should return a “sacrifice of praise” on this day. 


PERSONAL BLESSINGS 


ALL OF US have received many personal 
blessings during the past year. For our own personal 
health and happiness, lét us make this a day of special 
thanksgiving. How wonderfully God has led us! How 
bountifully He has provided for us! He cares for you and 
for me as individuals. To us, individually, He has given 
unlimited opportunities. If we have not grown intellec- 
tually, we can charge it only against ourselves. If we have 
not grown spiritually, we can also charge that against 
ourselves alone. God has given us the opportunity for 
growth and personal achievements, and for those oppor- 
tunities we should be grateful. 


PHYSICAL BLESSINGS 


You will remember that when Jesus healed 
the ten lepers only one returned to give Him thanks, and 
He asked in astonishment, “Where are the nine?” Many 
of us have been raised from a bed of affliction or some 
member of our family has been delivered from sickness 
through the goodness of God during the past year. He 
wants us to appreciate what He does for us, and not only 
to feel appreciation within, but to express our appreciation 
and our gratitude that others may know. 

I saw a motto in a church a few years ago that I shall 
not soon forget. It read, “I complained because I had no 
shoes until I saw a man who had no feet.” Every time I 
see a cripple I thank God that I am able to walk. When- 
ever I see a blind man begging on the street, I thank God 
again for my eyes. I read of an accident in the morning’s 
paper; I thank God that I have been spared that same mis- 
fortune as I drove in home the night before. I go to the 
hospital and I cannot leave without thanking God that I 
am well. How grateful I should be, and how grateful you 
should be for physical blessings. This again-is not a grati- 
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tude which belongs to one day of the year. It is a grati- 
tude and thanksgiving which belongs tu every day of the 
year. 


TEMPORAL BLESSINGS 


I AM SURE that not one of us actually rea- 
lizes how fortunate we are in temvporal things. God has 
prospered our nation, and our living standar’s have ex- 
ceeded the standards of any other nation in the history 
of the world, past or present. Thousands in Oriental coun- 
tries face starvation, but'most of us are not only free from 
the threat of starvation, we have the means for providing 
a well-balanced diet to add to our health and happiness. 
We have sufficient clothing and adequate housing. 

During the thirties the late President Roosevelt said, 
“T see one-third of a nation ill-fed, ill-clothed, and ill- 
housed.” But our living standards have advanced con- 
siderably since then, and a much smaller percentage of 
our people are denied adequate provision of these temporal 
blessings. God has given us our houses with their comforts, 
our food, and our clothing, and to so many of us He has 
given it with a greater abundance than we realize until 
we begin to take stock of our good fortune. For all of these 
things, let us be grateful. 


SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS 


MOsT of all we thank God for the spiritual 
blessings He has provided us—for salvation, for joy, peace, 
and the happiness of our hearts. Thousands around us 
are enslaved by the powers of sin and darkness. Many 
come to this Thanksgiving Day who a year ago were so 
enslaved and so bound. Today the chains are snapped; the 
fetters are broken; and they are free. They turn with us 
and literally a great multitude of us together give God 
all the glory. We realize that apart from Him all of us 
would have been lost—lost to the best within us here and 
lost eternally. 

On this Thanksgiving Day we thank God for all of His 
(Continued on page 10) 
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A DAY OF THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER 
(Continued from page 3) 


to establish Constitutions of Government for our safety 
and happiness, and particularly the national one now late- 
ly instituted; for the civil and religious liberty with which 
we are blessed, and the means we have of acquiring and 
diffusing useful knowledge; and, in general, for all the 
great and various favors, which He has been pleased to 
confer upon us.” 


THat DAY, God be praised, has been steadily 
observed throughout this happy land, by cheerful gath- 
erings of families and other festive and devotional observ- 
ances down to the present time. Our fathers covenanted, 
in the love of Christ, to cleave together, as brethren, how- 
ever hard the brunt of fortune might be. That bond still 
continues. We may not live as retired hermits, each in 
our cell apart; nor inquire, like David, “How liveth such a 
man? How is he clad? How is he fed?” He is my brother; 
we are in league together; we must stand and fall by one 
another. Is his labor harder than mine? Surely I will ease 
him. Hath he no bed to lie on? I have two—I will lend 
him one. Hath he no apparel? I have two suits—I will give 
him one of them. Eats he course food, bread and water, 
and have I better? Surely we will part stakes. His wants 
must be my wants; his sorrows, my sorrows; his sickness 
my sickness; and his welfare my welfare, for I am as he is. 





THE FIRST LESSON IN CHRIST’S SCHOOL 
(Continued from page 7) 


God thought not of Himself, but of others. He prayed, 
“Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do,” 
Luke 23:34. 

Exemplified in the lives of various Bible characters and 
in particular in the life of the Lord Jesus Christ is this 
blessed virtue of self-denial. I pray that God will help us 
to say at all times as did His Son, “Not my will, but thine 
be done.” 


Have Thine own way, Lord! 

Have Thine own way! 

Thou art the Potter, I am the clay; 
Mould me and make me 

After Thy will, 

While I am waiting, 

Yielded and still. 


Have Thine own way, Lord! 
Have Thine own way! 
Hold o’er my being 
Absolute sway! 

Fill with Thy Spirit 

Till all shall see 

Christ only, always, 

Living in me. 


All to Jesus I surrender. 

All to Him I freely give; 

I will ever love and trust Him, 
In His presence daily live. 


I surrender all, 

I surrender all, 

All to Thee, my blessed Saviour, 
I surrender all; 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE CARE OF A HEAVENLY 
FATHER 
(Continued from page 9) 


blessings. And we thank Him most of all for these spiritual 
blessings of which none can deny us, and no financial, 
temporal, or physical reverses can deprive us. With the 
Psalmist we cry out again to an indifferent world and to 
an indifferent church, “O give thanks unto the Lord; for 
he is good: because his mercy endureth forever.” 


When you look at others with their land and gold, 
Think that Christ has promised you His wealth ‘untold; 
Count your many blessings money cannot buy, 

Your reward in heaven, nor your home on high. 


Count your blessings, name them one by one; ‘ 
Count your blessings, see what God hath done; 

Count your blessings, name them one by one; 

Count your many blessings, see what’God hath done. 





GRATITUDE OR GRIEF 
(Continued from page 4) 


. Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir.” “A merry heart doeth 
good like a medicine: .. .” “. . . the tongue of the wise is 
health.” 

I’m sure that is why many are sick; they are too 
grouchy, worry too much, and have unpleasant thoughts. 
“Count your many blessings, name them ONE by ONE.” 
The person who wrote this song had evidently just read 
many of the above scriptures. I found that by thanking 
Him, from my heart (and this means, probably, more than 
you may have thought) for health, food, shelter, raiment, 
a good home and family, a good gospel church in which 
to worship the Lord, the privilege of teaching His Word, 
witnessing for Him, winning souls to Him, and living for 
Him, for good friends, for the saints and their fellowship, 
for the privilege to THANK AND PRAISE Him, and for 
the ABUNDANCE OF ALL THINGS, I don’t have any time 
left to worry or think about unpleasant things. Every- 
where I turn I see something for which to praise the. Lord. 
“Not as though I had already attained, either were al- 
ready perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend 
that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. ... 
I count not myself to have apprehended . ... reaching 
forth. ..I ye toward the mark .. .,” seeking the Lord 
daily. i 
I praise the Lord for the knowledge of this THANKFUL 
life and by'His’help and grace intend to be a: happier, 
more helpful;;:more thankful and a more joyful Christian! 





The emptiest and most unhappy occupation in the 
world is that of trying to act like a Christian when you 
are not a Christian. Religion is a lift and not a drag. 
When I ride an elevator I don’t stoop down and take 
hold of the edge of the elevator to try to help it get up 
to the tenth floor. I usually lean back in one -of the 
corners and say to myself, “This is a good deal.” I have 
heard people say, “I am going to live right if it kills me.” 
From the looks of some of the people to whom I preach, 
I have been led to believe that that is exactly what is 
happening. Living the Christian life never killed anyone, 
but trying to live like a Christian when you are not one 
does place you-in the hands of: death. 

> —C. Gordon Bayless in AND BE YE SAVED (Revell) 
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THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH 
(Continued from page 5) 


A FEW YEARS AGO in the City of Boston, 
hundreds had gathered in the famous Cocoanut Grove 
house of entertainment. The interior was decorated so in- 
tensively it was suitable for a queen; in fact, movie stars 
were present for the occasion. It was to be the highlight 
for the most outstanding event of the year. Death re- 
ceived no invitation to attend—he needs no invitation. In 
the elaborate decoration, a small fire burst into flames 
that spread speedily into a fire of death throughout the 
building. “Behold how great a matter a little fire kin- 
dleth.” When the fire of death was brought under control 
by the Fire Department, Death was struggling with men 
and women. Death in the pot was boiling—512 dead bodies 
were in the count. Suppose a man of God had met these 
people at the door and given a gospel-of-Jesus-Christ 
warning that “Death will visit this place tonight,” he would 
have been marked as a crazed fanatic. The pale horse is 
riden again; the rider is Death. Let us say with Moses, “Let 
me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be 
like his,” Numbers 23:10. 

I recall a death in the pot tragedy in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Many young people had gathered in the city from school 
districts over the State for a special meeting of the Educa- 
tional Department. The day was far spent, the sun was 
slowly descending behind the horizon. The need for sleep 
fell upon the city inhabitants; many retired to homes and 
others to rooms in the hotels. The gay lights of the city 
beamed upon a leading hotel, the Winecuff. Within the 
hotel hundreds were sleeping. Had a man of God stood at 
the hotel entrance and distributed to the incoming guests 
tracts entitled “Prepare to Meet God—Death Is on Your 
Heels,” he would have been considered a pessimist and 
locked up for the night. Death in the pot was in the base- 
ment of that hotel that fatal night. Death began in a 
small fire in the basement, and quickly the flames were 
reaching the top of the elevator shaft, smoke filling the 
corridors and rooms. I fancy I can hear someone call out 
with a shivering voice, “Fire! Fire!” But too late—the exits 
were all clouded! Men and women were weeping. The cry 
of young girls and boys, and even babies, were heard 
throughout the building. Windows went up in most of the 
fire-filled rooms; the heads of people could be seen from 
the streets far below. Screams of horror went up; prayers 
were made to no avail. Many, rather than die in rooms 
that had become flaming torches of death, leaped from 
the windows to meet death upon the sidewalks and the 
streets below. One hundred and nineteen passed from life 
to the judgment by death in the pot. 

In the fair City of Tupelo, Mississippi, everywhere quiet- 
ness was evident. The people had retired for the night; 
there was a calm atmosphere. There would have been no 
sleep in that city if the people had realized death was in 
the pot. Just across the way a deadly tornado, the violent 
funnel-shaped tempest, with death and destruction in its 
path, moved swiftly upon the city. In the wake of the 
storm, more than four hundred were dead. A few days 
later the same type storm struck the City of Gainesville, 
Georgia, leaving over three hundred dead. Death is in the 
pot—you may be the next victim! 

Government health statistics show that 19 million peo- 
ple now living will die of that dreadful disease cancer. One 
out of each eight persons will die of cancer. Then, think 

ca of the many other major diseases—heart ailment, tuber- 
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culosis, and many other killing diseases. Men are dying in 
the air, on the sea, and on the earth. Just recently the 
ship Hobson left the mine craft base here in Charleston— 
176 young men never returned to their families, but made 
their graves in the deep of the sea. When the recent hur- 
ricane “Abel” was approaching the coast of Charleston, 
warning was given day and night to prepare for the worst, 
but many people went to the water front to watch old 
“Abel” come in. Cars were riding about the streets in the 
midst of the storm; trees and electric wires were falling 
all around. The radio announcer, driving about the city 
reporting the storm, informed the man at the station to 
take over, and “I will just ride around with the rest of the 
fools.” 

CONCLUSION: Death is the weapon-at-arms that God 
uses to bring men into the judgment. Death is an enemy 
to human life. He is cruel, heartless, and without respect 
of persons. Death is the last enemy to be destroyed. Men 
must first be destroyed by Death. When the judgment is 
past, and all men are either in heaven or hell, then God 
will destroy Death. The dreaded monster of all men will be 
cast into the lake of fire, where the beast, the false proph- 
et, and all evil men are. Revelation 20:14. “And God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there SHALL BE 
NO MORE DEATH, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shali there be any more pain: for the former things are 
passed away,” Revelation 21:4. 











THANKSGIVING 


A little bird drank at a watering trough. 
He lifted his head and then flew off; 
He lifted his head as if to say, 

‘Thank you, God, for this drink today.” 


If a dear little bird could be so glad 
For the free, bright water that he had, 
How much more should children give 
Thanks to God each day they live. 


For food and water, for rain and sun, 
For work and for play when tasks are done; 
Surely there is some shining word 
For every blessing. The little bird 
Could only lift his head and pray, 
While God has given you words to say. 

By Grace Noll Crowell 
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the Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic, 
and Haiti conventions, with stopovers 
in the other islands and services as 
they so desire. 

Others who wish to take a less ex- 
pensive trip can visit the Bahama and 
Jamaica conventions for $116.00, tax 
included, which is a round-trip fare 
from Miami. They can also visit Ha- 
vana, Cuba, on this trip. To those 
wishing to attend the Bahama con- 
vention only, the round trip fare from 





from the 
Foreign Missions Executive Secretary’s Desk 
PAUL H. WALKER 








1080 Montgomery Avenue, Cleveland, Tennessee 








BAPTISMAL SERVICE 
IN BARBADOS 

Sunday morning at the baptismal 
service 38 followed their Lord in the 
watery grave. A large crowd gathered 
at the Steel Shed for the quarterly 
meeting. The blessings and the in- 
spiration received from the reports, 
fellowship, and message can only be 
experienced; words are inadequate to 


GEORGIA TO DOUBLE ITS 
MISSIONS RECEIPTS IN 
1952-53 

Is Georgia coming through? Well, 
the state overseer stated in my office, 
“We will double our mission receipts 
of last year.” Georgia has set its mis- 
sion goal just double that of last year, 
and as I remember them, when I 
preached at their camp meeting two 


Miami is $41.40, tax included. 
If you are an American citizen, a 
passport is not necessary to visit any 


of these conventions. However, 


you 


should have a smallpox vaccination 

certificate not over two years old. 
Plane reservations will have to be 

made as early as possible, due to the 


heavy tourist traffic. 


Your ticket 


should be purchased at the time res- 
ervations are made. I can buy the 
tickets here in Miami and make the 
reservations if you will send me the 


describe them. The figures will give years ago, when the Spirit of 
you an idea of the progress. God came down and a cash offering age ot tga pong homage 4 - 

Besides the 38 baptized in water, 4 of over 4,000 was given, it makes me dress is: Henry C. Stoppe 671 N. E 
joined the church, making a total of to know that, under the able leader- : ‘ ee 


42 new members; 261 bowed at the al- 
tars seeking salvation; 62 claimed the 
blessing of sanctification; and 4 were 
baptized with the blessed Holy Ghost. 
The entire congregation for the meet- 
ing on Sunday was estimated around 
1,500. 

And so the work of the Lord is mov- 
ing forward, and we are praising God 
for it—Luke R. Summers, Youth Di- 
rector. 


ReverREND Henry C. 
Stoppe, superintendent of British 
West Indies and Bermuda, writes: 
We just closed a four weeks’ school 
in Montego Bay, which was success- 
ful, with 15 select students, most of 
them preachers, and three sisters at- 
tending. 
They studied the Hulburt’s Teacher- 
Training course, especially relative to 


ship of our Brother D. C. Boatwright 
as state overseer, Georgia will not let 
their overseer down; they will not let 
the cause of missions down, nor will 
they let the Lord down. 

Yes, the flame can and must be 
kindled everywhere for the cause of 
missions. The gospel must be sent to 
the uttermost parts of the earth. 


THE SUPERINTENDENT OF 
WEST INDIES WRITES 


Tuis past summer many 
of the ministers asked me to. give 
them the dates of our island conven- 
tions. They have also asked me to give 
them information concerning the fare 
and other requirements as many are 
desirous of visiting these conventions. 
Here are the dates: 

Virgin Islands __..... January 9-11 


First 


Place, Hialeah, Florida. 





FUNERAL SERMONS AND 


OUTLINE ADDRESSES 


Compiled by William E. Ketcham, D.D. 


“In this volume some of the very 
best messages of consolation by the 
great preachers have been preserved,” 
declared Russell H. Conwell. The com- 
piler has given us a collection which 
is both comprehensive and discrimi- 
nating. Its contents are varied, ap- 


propriate and sympathetic, 


setting 


forth the very best thought of the 
great minds of the Church for the 
minister’s use in his messages of com- 
fort and consolation to those bereaved. 


Price 


CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 
922 Montgomery Ave., Cleveland, Tenn. 





MISSION LITERATURE 


HAITI. A 68-page book portraying 


its land, its 
religion, an 


overnment, its 


ople, its 
of God. Price 


the Churc 


50c each; .$22.50 for 50; $40.00 for 100. 


Sunday Schools, Personal Soul-Win- Barbados _.....__....... January 12-18 
ning, 20 lessons in Homiletics, Dispen- Puerto Rico _........___.. January 19-23 : any ogee cag E mpered =. 
sational Truths, and other subjects Dominican Republic __ January 25-27 ains pages and covers pertinen 
pertinent to their work. At the close Haiti January 28-February 8 | f@cts about Church of God missions 
at home and abroad. It was written in 
of the school they were given a writ- Bahamas ...... February 22-March 1 | response to a demand of the ministry 
ten examination and were graded for Jamaica ___ _...............March 1-4 |of the Church of God and its mem- 
same, and they all made very good Havana, Cuba _...... March 6-8 | bership, and each one should own one. 


grades. 

On November 17, we shall dedicate 
the Ciudad Trujilla (Dominican Re- 
public) church. There will be services 
up to the 23d. 

We shall be dedicating the annex 
to the church in the Virgin Islands 
on the 22d and 23d of November, so 
the work moves. 
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There is a circle trip fare from Mi- 
ami, Florida, of $151.40, tax included, 
which takes in Puerto Rico, Domini- 
can Republic, Haiti, Jamaica, and 
Cuba. As a matter of fact, it is cheap- 
er to make the circle trip than it 
would be to visit Haiti or the Domini- 
can Republic separately. Those desir- 
ing to take the circle trip can take in 





Price 


Oc each. 


Unto the uttermost part of the 
Earth. A tract by Wade H. Horton. 
It is soul-stirring and challenging and 
should be given a wide circulation. 


Price 


$2.00 for 100. 


POSTAGE PREPAID ON ALL 
LITERATURE. 
Order of Church of God Missions 


Department 
1080 Montgomery Avenue 


The Church of God Evangel 
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I WH Not Whory About Tomorrow, 


as oLlong as Jd - ™= 


Cd Hides 


BY RUTH WILLIAMS 


OMETIME AGO in a 
small church in the 
South, I listened to a 
pioneer minister of our 
ranks make the above 
statement. As he went 
on with the sermon, my 
memory went back to the early days 
of our Church, and I could recall vi- 
vidly some of the trials, hardships, 
and sacrifices he had undergone for 
the cause of Christ. It was easy to 
remember how he had turned to God 
in his hour of greatest need, and every 
step of the way had been victorious. 
While he spoke, I could vision the 
long trail behind him, with many 
hundreds of men, women, boys, and 
girls, each of them with a new life, 
new vision, and the hope of heaven 
in their hearts. His face shone with 
happiness; I have never forgotten his 
words, and, believing they will be an 
inspiration to you, also, I am passing 
them along with a prayer that they 
will cause a ray of sunshine to enter 
your life and remain. 


As homemakers, we are apt to wor- 
ry over small, trivial things that are 
too petty to spend time thinking up- 
on. Days pass with our minds clut- 
tered with the material things that 
neither elevate nor cause us to grow 
in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. If we 
would only take the first words and 
say with determination, “I will not 
worry,” then each day will open up 
with new jqys, the things of earth will 
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fade from view, and we will find our- 
selves on a higher plane of consecra- 
tion, which will cause our lives to have 
a greater influence upon those with 
whom we come in contact each day. 
In our homes it is a common thing 
to worry about tomorrow’s work, and 
should our schedule be upset, we be- 
come disturbed and fretful because we 
are behind with our duties; but if 
things beyond our control cause de- 
lays, then it is important for us to re- 
tain our peace of mind and remember 
that all things work together for good 
to them that love God. 


‘THEN, LISTEN to the last 
words of that statement, “I have God 
today.” Isn’t it a great privilege to be 
able to say that! Hundreds of people 
over this vast universe stumble along 
daily in utter darkness, while we have 
an inner joy and radiance that comes 
only by knowing the saving power of 
our Lord and Saviour. Having God to- 
day means a number of things in our 
lives. It gives us freedom from doubt 
and worry, and touches our everyday 
lives with a halo of glory, makes us 
an asset to any community, gives us 
a true purpose for which to live, al- 
lows us to have peace and tranquillity, 
and causes every minute of our lives 
to be Christ-centered. In this day of 
confusion and uncertainty, our great- 
est task in daily living is to give to our 
families happiness and security, and 
that WE CAN DO by putting Christ 
first. Lift up Calvary, and Calvary will 
lift you up! ’ 





BIG SPRING, Texas—We are en- 
joying the blessings of the Lord here 
at Big Spring. We have been here 6 
weeks, and 3 weeks of that time we 
have been in a revival. Thirty-two 
were saved, 12 sanctified, 11 filled 
with the Holy Ghost, 29 added to the 
church, and 22 baptized in water. We 
have broken a 13-year Sunday School 
record twice, and it now stands at 140. 
Pray for us here at Big Spring.—W. E. 
Mitchell, Pastor. 

ALBANY, Kentucky—We are happy 
to report a great revival in Albany, 
Kentucky, where the power of God 
was manifested in a great way. While 
in Albany, I was requested by the peo- 
ple of Burkesville to conduct a revival 
there. On Wednesday night we began 
a revival at the courthouse in Burkes- 
ville, and it was not long until the at- 
tendance was good. Many were healed 
and several saved in this revival. Both 
of these towns need a Church of God, 
and I promised to conduct tent reviv- 
als in both places in the spring. We 
ask an interest in your prayers.— 
Evangelist G. R. Morris and wife. 

PORTSMOUTH, Dominica—We are 
glad to report the glorious time we 
are having. We have just closed a 4- 
week revival at Wesley. The work is 
nen forward, and the Lord’s bless- 
ngs are manifest in a great way. Do- 
minica is wide open for evangelism. 
We. have another work at Roseau, and 
have just performed a baptism there. 
The Sunday School is growing there, 
also. Please pray for us in Dominica. 
—Louisa Banfield, Clerk. 

DAY, Florida—A victorious revival 
for Day Church of God > closed 
with Rev. Dilma Smith, of Perry, as 
the evangelist. Twelve were saved, 8 
sanctified, 7 filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and 5 added to the church.— 
Evangeline Hyatt, Reporter. 

CANTON, Ohio—We recently had a 
great revival with Rev. and Mrs. Glyn- 
don Hale, of Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
The power of God was present every 
night to save, sanctify, and baptize 
with the Holy Ghost. There were 25 
saved, 18 sanctified, and 18 baptized 
with the 7 Ghost. The meeting was 
in progress 5 weeks, and on the last 
day of the meeting 8 souls were saved. 
We climaxed the revival with a family 
day for the Sunday School. There 
were 373 present on this day. Revival 
flames are still agen hy in Can- 
ton, and we are looking foward to 
great things from God. Your church 
would be blessed by securing Brother 


‘and Sister Hale for a revival_—J. H. 


Hughes, Pastor. 
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NOTES FROM THE NEWS 

Using as its theme “The Word of 
Life,” the American Bible Society is 
promoting its ninth annual observ- 
ance of World-wide Bible Reading, be- 
ginning Thanksgiving Day and ending 
on Christmas. 

J. Edgar Hoover called on all Amer- 
icans last week to aid in backing con- 
structive programs for young persons 
to “strike a telling blow to juvenile 
delinquency.” His statement followed 
his release that “more rsons aged 
18 were arrested the first half of 1952 
than any other age group.” 

CHINESE WANT TO DISCARD 
CHRISTIAN THOUGHTS 

CHINA (EP) At a recent meeting 
called to discuss the need for ideologi- 
cal remoulding among Christians, one 
of the uestions discussed was: 
“Which evil thoughts must Christians 
discard, and what true thoughts must 
they acquire?” The answers given to 
this question by the Communists have 
been summ: as follows: 1. Dis- 
card the ideas that Christianity is 
above politics and above class; discard 
opposition to Soviet Russia and to 
Communism; discard fear of and ad- 
miration for America; discard indi- 
vidualism. 2. Destroy the idea that 
love of country and love of Church 
cannot co-exist. 3. Destroy the idea 
that Christians are on a_ different 
any from the mass of the people; 
there is no such thing as a Christian 
standpoint. 4. Discard the idea that 
we do not recognize anyone as our 
enemy and that we have a universal 
love for all men. 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE DROPS 

(EP) Television has cut attendance 
at evening church services in the 
Louisville, Kentucky, area by 10 r 
cent, according to a survey conducted 
by J. Dan Williams, pastor of a Bap- 
= Church at near-by Shepherds- 
ville. 

On the question of what ought to 
be done to remedy the situation, an- 
swers ranged from “nothing” to “take 
a positive stand at once.” 

NEVER HEARD 

(EP) In Middlesbrough, England, 
according to United Press, when a 
ten-year-old boy named John Lennon 
was called to the witness stand to give 
evidence in an auto case, and placed 
his hand on the Bible to take oath 
that he would testify to only the 
truth, the judge asked him if he knew 
what book he was swearing on. The 
ieners questions revealed that the 

y had never heard of the Bible, or 
of God. The jocge heard his testimony 
without the oa 
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DISPUTE OVER NEW BIBLE 
CONTINUES 


(EP) Fundamentalist circles are 
carrying on a lively dispute over the 
new Revised Standard Version of the 
Bible, introduced by the National 
Council of Churches and the Thomas 
Nelson and Sons printers. A huge and 
expensive advertising build-up which 
launched the million-volume venture 
has not set too well with many, who 
question that the Bible is “author- 
ized” and that it is “the biggest Bible 
news in 341 years.” United Evangeli- 
cal Action, NAE organ, has published 
a series of articles by Dr. Oswald T. 
Allis, charging the RSV _ contains 
“loose renderings” which: are more 
paraphrases than actual translations. 
He warns against the use of pro- 
nouns referring to Christ which cast 
doubt on His deity. Meanwhile offi- 
cials of the National Association of 
Evangelicals refused to take a definite 
stand either approving or disapprov- 
ing the RSV. The Sunday School 
Times has an article, October 25, by 
Dr. G. Douglas Young, Ph. D., and 
November 1 carried an article by Dr. 
James Oliver Buswell, president of 
Shelton College, criticizing the RSV. 
Young deals with the Old Testament, 
being a Hebrew language specialist; 
Buswell discussed the New Testament. 
According to the news release from 
the SST, both will bring serious weak- 
nesses to light in the RSV. 

Other opinions on the new version 
renee from earnest acceptance to 
wildly emotional abhorrence. Publish- 
ing houses who handle the new Bible 
are receiving letters that run the 

amut of reactions and emotions. 

any are taking it upon themselves 
to defend “the dear old King James 
Bible, the Bible that Jesus used,” and 

d rumors float about that the new 
Bible has taken away Calvary, has re- 
moved the Holy Spirit, has denied the 
virgin birth, and other terrible things. 
One of the most serious charges is 
the changing of the word “virgin” in 
Isaiah 7:14 which prophesies the vir- 
gin birth of Christ, to “young wom- 
an”: though “virgin” is placed in the 
margin as an alternate rendering. 

No solution seems to be in sight, but 
students of history point to a similar 
uproar when the King James Version 
was brought forth, for at that time 
there was a popular manees of the 
Geneva Bible. However, time brought 
forth the final triumph of the 1611 
version. General feeling among Fun- 
damentalists is that the RSV will be 
valuable for study and comparison, 
but that it will not replace the Kin 
James Version as the commonly use 
Bible in the home and church. 
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BELCHAR 


Mary Alice Belchar, age 60, beloved 
wife of the Rev. George R. Belchar, 
died recently of a heart attack in her 
home. She was born in Fleming Coun- 
ty, Kentucky, May 13, 1892, the sec- 
ond daughter of John and Elizabeth 
Jamison. She was married to George 
R. Belchar December 6, 1916, and to 
them 4 children were born. She was 
a faithful member and worker in the 
church, and her efforts made a. 
ing a church a partnership calling of 
the Lord that her husband felt. Sur- 
viving her are her children, Mrs. Ed- 
na Brown, of Chillicothe; Mrs. Opal 
Parmer, of Marion; Mr. Paul R. Bel- 
char, of Galion; and Mr. John E. Bel- 
char, of Columbus; 3 grandchildren; 
a brother; and a sister.—Mrs. Opal 
Parmer. 


WINDHAM 


Mrs. Zella Windham went home to 
receive her reward for a godly life on 
April 23, 1952. For quite a number of 
years she and her husband, the late 
Fred Windham, lived in Jesup, Geor- 
gia, but she spent her early life in 
Johnson County, Georgia, where she 
was laid to rest. Mrs. Windham also 
lived in Savannah, Georgia; Dayton, 
Ohio; and Memphis, Tennessee, where 
she was at the time of her death. Sur- 
vivors include 2 sons, Fred Windham, 
of Savannah, and Sgt. Donald Wind- 
ham, of Paine Field, A. F. B, Evrette, 
Washin on; 4 daughters: Mrs. Bo- 
nita Colston, of Kite, Georgia; Mrs. 
Loach Brown, of Memphis; and Mrs. 
Mary Ford and Miss Imogene Wind- 
ham, of Dayton, Ohio; and 1 sister 
and 3 brothers. 


HARPER 

H. P. Harper passed away July 4, 
1952. He was a member of the West 
Monroe, Louisiana, Church of God, 
was loved by all who knew him, and 
was faithful to his church. He is sur- 
vived by his wife, 2 sons, and 3 daugh- 
ters. His funeral was conducted at the 
West Monroe Church of God by his 
pastor, J. P. Nolan. 


GAMMILL 

Will W. Gammill was born August 
11, 1874, and finished his mission here 
on earth June 14, 1952—a life span of 
almost 78 years. He was a faithful and 
devoted member of Byrd’s Chapel 
Church of God, where he served in 
several official capacities for a num- 
ber of years. He is survived by his 
wife and 7 children, one of whom is 
Rev. A. D. Gammill, a well-known 
Mississippi pastor. Funeral services 
were conducted by his pastor, Rev. 
G. G. Williams, and Rev. O. L. Mc- 
Manus, with assistance from other 
ministers who knew and loved him.— 
Mrs. Roy Harvey, Route 3, Meadville, 
Mississippi. 
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Question: Where: did Christ’ ‘tom- ¢ 


mand the a lés (Matthew 28:20; 
John 3:5), “Extept a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit he cannot 


enter into the king of God”’?— 
G. W. R., Dyersburg; Tennessee. « 


From THE WORDING of 
this question and the two scriptures 
inserted in it, I #ssume you want to 
know on what authority it is preached 
that one must be born of the water 
and of the Spirit in order to enter 
into the kingdom of God. In Matthew 
28:20, Jesus told His apostles to teach 
the people to observe “all things what- 
soever I have commanded you.” Now 
the question is, did Christ ever com- 
mand His apostles to preach “except 
aman be born of water and of the 
Spirit he cannot enter into the king- 
dom of God”? There is no written 
record that Christ ever used these 
particular words to His apostles. How- 
ever, John 21:25 says that “there are 
also many® other things which Jesus 
did, the which, if they should be writ- 
ten every one, I suppose that even the 
world itself could not contain the 
books that should be written.” It is 
highly possible that Jesus did tell the 
apostles the very thing He told Nico- 
demus in John 3:5, for somehow John 
knew what He had said and faith- 
fully recorded it. He could have 
known it by only one of two ways: 


*, €arolind. 


Either the Lord told John and the 
others about it, which would have 
made it a positive command to them; 
or the Spirit revealed it to John, 
which made it just as binding on him 
and the Twelve as if Jesus Himself 
had told them. You may be sure it is 
a Christ-given command that this 
gospel be preached, “except a man be 
born of the water and of the Spirit 
a enter into the kingdom of 
re) — 


Question: bate is the apostle Paul 
called an apostle when he lived lon 
after Christ?—F. W., Clifton, Sout 


* 
; 


THE GREEK WORD for 
apostle is apostolos which. means “a 
commissioner of Christ,” or “one that 
is sent.” According to Acts 1:22, an 
apostle was to be one who had seen 
the resurrected Christ. Paul did see 
the Lord when he was stricken down 
on the Damascus road. That is proved 
by Acts ‘9:27, “. . . he had seen the 
Lord in the way ... .”; I Corinthians 
15:7, “And last of all he was seen of 
me also, as the one born out of due 
season.”- Paul in every way measured 
up to all qualifications of an apostle, 
and said himself, in I Corinthians 
15:9, “For I am the least of the apos- 
tles, that am not meet to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the 
church of God.” Modesty caused Paul 
to assert that he was the least of the 
apostles (but one of them) and not 
worthy to be one (yet by the grace of 
God was one). Paul called himself an 
apostle in Romans 1:1; I Corinthians 
1:1; II Corinthians 1:1; Galatians 
1:1; Ephesians 1:1; Colossians 1:1; I 
Timothy 1:1; II Timothy 1:1; Titus 
1:1; also in Romans 11:13; I Corinthi- 
ans 9:1, 2; I Timothy 2:7; II Timo- 
thy 1:11; and in II Corinthians 12:12 
asserted that he “wrought the signs 
of an apostle.” Paul was an apostle 
because he saw the Lord and because 
he was commissioned as a chosen ves- 
‘sel for the Lord to bear His name be- 
fore the Gentiles and kings and the 
children of Israel (Acts 9:15). 








NOTICES 


I am now in full-time evangelistic 
work. All wishing to contact me may 
write me at 5150 Fourth Street, N., 
St. Petersburg, Florida —Roland 
Verrico. 


There will be special mission serv- 
ices at the Church of God in Ninety 
Six, South Carolina, on November 22 
and 23. Sister Avis Swiger and the 
Mission Club from Lee College will be 
there. All churches on this district and 
surrounding territory are invited to 
re present.—Rev. W. D. Childers, Pas- 

r. 


“T am now open for revivals. I would 
prefer to work in Kentucky.—Rev. 
Charles D. Griffin, Jr., Route 3, Oak 

0.” 


@ eis. 
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HOUSE TRAILER FOR SALE 


Thirteen hundred dollars was paid 
for this trailer, and $1,100 has been 
— on improvements since the pur- 
chase. It is equipped with electricity, 
running water, electrical refrigerator, 
bottle gas for cooking, linen closets, 
and a lavatory, and is fitted with 
a made awnings. There are 
three separate and complete rooms 
furnished for comfortable living, with 
sleeping room for five. It has its own 
power, which eliminates the use of a 
separate drawing unit. The six-wheel 
i has a specially patented under- 
urn which makes operation of han- 
dling while traveling easy and con- 
venient. It is equipped with new tires, 
with less than 100 mileage on them. 
The trailer measures from bumper to 
bumper 33 feet overall. I am offeri 
this trailer for $1,100. If interested, 
write me at once.—Mrs. Clyde Jones, 
Box 193, Butler, New Jersey. 


Montana _ Whoming 
Whnisters ; Conference 


The ministers’ meeting for the 
states of Wyoming and Montana con- 
cluded its annual conference here in. 
Bigtimber, Montana, a day ahead of 
schedule. Following a youth revival, 
with the revival spirit still burning in 
our midst, we were not surprised when 
our business was so quickly dispensed 
with. The fellowship of the ministry 
was never more amicable. 

We were happy to have Rev. Ray 
Hughes, National Youth Director, as 
our guest speaker, and his messages 
to the ministry, as well as to the laity, 
will long be remembered. 

The opening service Monday morn- 
ing, October 6, was a Communion and 
feet-washing observance by the min- 
istry. Rev. Hughes spoke to us regard- 
ing this sacred ordinance before we 
participated. At the close of this we 
went into our business session. The 
overseer had ee a fine agenda 
for the promotion of the work in these 
two states which was heartily en- 
dorsed by the ministry. 

Tuesday morning was devoted to 
business, and we adjourned at noon 
for a hot meal in the basement. It was 
during the noon hour that we were 
saddened by the sudden passing of one 
of our great lay pillars of the church, 
who had come to be with us for the 
evening services. Brother Willard 
Green, who had passed his threescore 
years and ten, a man of exemplary 
life, and living shortly after dining 
with us, was stricken, and swiftly 
without a murmur of pain, his soul 
departed from the body to be present 
with the Lord. We felt keenly this loss, 
as his counsel and blessing was con- 
stantly toward the ministry and the 
well-being of his brethren. We cannot 
but feel that it was God’s time and 
placé, for as we stood around him 
praying, we could not help but think 
of God’s Word, “How precious is the 
death of his saints!” The soul had tri- 
umphed over the body. He was now 
in the home he had longed to see. He 
had stated that this would be his last 
ministers’ conference, and his desire 
had been that he might leave from 
the home church. > 

Finishing up the business Tuesday, 
the ministers left for their various 
fields of labor right after the evenin 
message by Rev. Hughes, ready an 
eager to carry out the resolutions of 
the agenda. 

Visiting ministers from out of the 
State were Rev. Ray Hughes, our guest 
speaker, of Cleveland, Tennessee; Rev. 
L. E. Painter, overseer of North and 
South Dakota; and Mr. Anton Meyer, 
Business Manager of the Northwest 
Bible School at Minot, North Dakota. 

The local L.W.W.B. rendered a 
splendid service by serving the minis- 
ters and their families, as well as vis- 
— laity, in the church basement. 

The 1952 ministers’ conference will 
linger in our memory as one of the 
best we have attended in the State of 
a E. Erickson, State 

erk. 
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THE SUGAR CREEK GANG j 
—in the most exciting week, to date, 


in their lives, 
WE KILLED A BEAR 


Little Jim is really thé hero in this 


surprise adventure. 


FURTHER ADVENTURES OF THE 


SUGAR CREEK GANG 


A blizzard, an unheated cabin, no 


matches for a fire! 


SUGAR CREEK GANG GOES CAMPING bridge 
Indians, life saving and Christian ~ 
witness in the great North Woods. 

SUGAR CREEK GANG IN CHICAGO 
By air to the big city with a lot to 


remember. 


Hilarious, Wholesome 
Adventures for Ages 
8 to 12 





BERTHA B. MOORE'S 


The Original 
Series for Ages $1.00 
8 to 14 — 





the natural, unsophisticated 
inegunae of their leader, William 


“Bill” Collins, the author 
ris- 


the adventures of a lovable 
nto ot dix heya, Girls whe lke 


teats saying a lot. — 


fvoan CREEK GANG IN SCHOOL 
g° From Mary's lamb in school to overe 
” ° night in a mysterious cave. 


/ MYSTERY AT SUGAR CREEK 
All night in the woods; a fugitive in 
Old Man Paddler’s cabin. 


- THE 8. C. GANG FLIES TO CUBA 
—and gets lost in the strange, colof 
ful streets of Havana. 


ONE STORMY DAY AT SUGAR CREEK 
All went wrong till a jolly sleigh-ride 
turned “things right side up.” 


A NEW SUGAR CREEK MYSTERY 
Deep dark woods, winding trails, thé 

@ secret cave. Then plenty 
happened! 

SHENANIGANS AT SUGAR 
Lots of exciting trouble caused by 
The Hoosier Schoo! one memo- 
rable snowy weekend. 


These are the splendid, now famous stories of Iona, Iva and Ted ho have made Bertha Moore loved 
by thousands of youngsters in Christian homes all aahog the pom Dag! mse title “a good - 


THE THREE BAERS 
Introductions and happy spiritual growth 
through normal, varied experiences, 
THE BAERS’ CHRISTMAS 
They find the happiest way to spend Christmas, 
THE TRIPLETS IN BUSINESS 


Baer & Co. “mean business” when there are 
things to be done. 


TRIPLET GO SOUTH 
Grand run in Florida for Baster at Aunt Mary’s. 
TRIPLETS OVER J. O. Y. 


Radio broadcasting—and a new “junior part- 
ner” in the family. 


TRIPLETS GO PLACES 
—and do things for those needing help. 


TRIPLETS SIGN UP 
A day nursery, to help like big folks do. 


TRIPLETS BECOME GOOD NEIGHBORS 
A long adventuresome train trip to Californi#, 


THE TRIPLETS RECEIVE A REWARD 
All about a double-trouble maker in their Goo@ 
Neighbor Club. 


THE TRIPLETS HAVE AN ADVENTURE 
Exciting travel back East by bus and by car. 


THE TRIPLETS MAKE A DISCOVERY 
A rare mystery awaited them on their return to 
their happy little home. 


a 
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